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LIBYA. 

By  Consul  W.  Roderick  Dorsey.  Tripoli,   Italian  Aortli  Africa. 

Commercially  and  industrially  the  year  1914  in  Libya,  the  Italian 
colony  in  North  Africa,  was  unsatisfactory.  It  opened  with  de- 
pression and  almost  every  factor  tended  to  aggravate  that  condition. 

Several  circumstances  contributed  to  this  state  of  affairs.  The 
withdrawal  of  troops  continued  until  by  the  end  of  June  only  a  few 
thousand  remained  and  a  large  percentage  of  their  purchasing  power 
Avas  taken  away  by  the  decree  placing  all  forces  in  Tripolitania  on  a 
peace  footing.  But  the  greatest  disappointment  came  when  the 
Government  decided  to  postpone  further  contracts  for  carrying  out 
public  works  planned  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony.  Coupled  with 
inactivity  in  private  enterprise,  this  decision  seriously  affected  the 
building  trade,  probably  the  most  important  industry  in  the  city  of 
Tripoli,  embarrassing  some  40  odd  concerns  liberally  stocked  with  or 
manufacturing  construction  materials.  As  the  journal  of  the  local 
chamber  of  commerce  said,  in  part,  that  the  life  of  the  colom^,  in  which 
there  is  no  developed  productive  industry,  rests  entirely  on  construc- 
tion work,  and  its  curtailment  means  not  only  stagnation  for  a  num- 
ber of  commercial  lines,  but  lack  of  employment  for  many  laborers. 

Effect  of  War  on  Commerce. 

The  outbreak  of  war  in  Europe  added  to  the  difficulties  and  elimi- 
nated all  prospects  of  having  the  Government  undertake  public 
works  to  relieve  conditions.  The  diminution  of  export  demand,  in- 
ability to  obtain  goods  from  usual  sources,  the  impossibility  of  effect- 
ing exchange  on  countries  other  than  Italy,  the  withdrawal  of 
French,  Austrian,  and  German  ships  from  an  already  inactive  port 
all  added  to  the  general  stagnation.  Financial  accommodation  was 
carefully  accorded,  much  protested  paper  passed  through  the  banks, 
and  there  were  several  failures.  Then  came  the  native  disturbances 
in  the  Fezzan  and  other  regions  outside  of  Tripoli ;  caravan  routes 
again  became  insecure  thus  arresting  the  movement  of  cargoes  to  the 
interior,  a  movement  that  had  only  revived  in  the  spring  of  last 
year  and  whose  renewal  had  been  the  one  brightening  ray  of  the  year. 

Official  statistics  showing  the  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  the 
colony  are  not  yet  available.  Those  at  hand  relate  only  to  shipping. 
Shipping  Returns. 

The  shipping  returns  comprise  figures  for  all  of  Libya ;  in  the 
past  only  those  for  Tripoli  were  recorded.  Vessels  entered  and 
cleared  at  7  ports  of  Tripolitania  show  a  loss  of  504  bottoms  but  a 
gain  of  187,929  tons.  At  Tripoli,  where  49  per  cent  of  all  shipping 
in  the  Province  was  noted,  the  loss  in  vessels  was  708,  while  the  carry- 
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ing  capacity  was  augmented  by  51,776  tons.  In  Cirenaiea,  the  sister 
Province,  2,929  ships  of  3,023,891  tons  entered  and  cleared  6  harbors, 
Bengasi  accounting  for  1,473  of  1,406,930  tons  burden  against  1,427 
L,551,757  tons  in  1913.  Owing  to  the  Avar.  German,  Austrian, 
French,  and  other  European  vessels  ceased  operating  to  this  coast 
after  July,  with  the  result  that  the  Italian  flag  flew  over  91  per  cent 
of  the  tonnage  at  Tripoli  as  compared  with  82.5  per  cent  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  Of  Italian  steamers  at  the  same  port  71  per  cent  were 
subsidized  mail  ships  contrasted  with  65  per  cent  in  1913.  The  fol- 
lowing table  gives  details  as  to  port  of  call  and  nationality  of  vessels: 
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Of  the  vessels  entering  and  leaving  Tripolitanian  ports  in  1914, 
2,207  Avere  sailing;  those  entered  and  cleared  Cirenaican  ports  num- 
bered 2,545. 

Changes  in  Shipping  Service. 

The  Sicilia  Co.  maintained  its  biweekly  fast-mail  service  to  Syra- 
cuse throughout  the  year,  and  the  service  from  Genoa,  via  Italian 
ports  and  Malta,  was  also  kept  up  without  interruption,  as  Avas  the 
service  along  the  Libyan  coast.  After  the  outbreak  of  the  European 
war  the  weekly  service  from  Naples,  via  Trapani  and  Palermo,  Avas 
suspended  as  well  as  that  via  Messina  and  Syracuse.  Toward  the 
end  of  the  year  the  latter  was  revived  but  after  a  few  voyages  was 
again  suspended  for  lack  of  business.  The  steamers  of  the  Societa 
Italians  di  Servizi  Marittimi  operating  from  Venice  were  also  with- 
drawn  in  August,  but  resumed  operations  at  the  end  of  October,  and 
afford  communication  with  the  Adriatic  and  an  outlet,  by  way  of 
Venice,  for  Austrian  cargoes  of  sugar  and  other  articles.  The 
services  of  the  Deutsche-Levante  Line  (German),  the  Touache  Line 
(French),  and  the  Adria  Line  (Austrian)  also  ceased  and  have  not 
been  resumed. 

The  general  inactivity  in  the  harbor  has  been  in  marked  contrast  to 
(be  congestion  and  bustle  of  1913. 
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Merchandise  Discharged  and  Embarked. 

The  statistics  available  showing  the  foreign  trade  of  the  district 
for  1914  in  relation  to  the  preceding  year  are  of  more  than  usual 
interest.  Merchandise  landed  at  12  Libyan  ports  during  1914  is 
placed  at  352,492  metric  tons  as  compared  with  374,433  tons  at  8  ports 
in  1913,  the  5  ports  not  then  included  accounting  for  94,108  tons  of 
the  total  for  1914.  These  figures  show  conclusively  that  the  tendency 
of  trade  to  recede  to  normal  levels  has  not  been  confined  to  Tripoli, 
but  has  prevailed  along  the  entire  coast.  Sirte,  the  only  port  giv- 
ing even  a  slight  increase,  is  at  the  head  of  the  caravan  route  by 
which  communication  was  maintained  with  the  garrisons  in  the  Fez- 
zan,  and  was  also  the  starting  point  for  supplies  to  troops  engaged 
later  in  adjacent  territory.  Cargoes  embarked  totaled  73,003  tons;  of 
this,  41,392  tons  left  the  Tripolitanian  ports  as  contrasted  with 
44,949  tons  in  1913.  No  figures  are  given  for  Cirenaica  for  1913,  but 
the  total  for  1914  was  31,611  tons.  Quantities  of  cargo  discharged 
and  loaded  at  the  several  ports  are  given  below  in  metric  tons : 
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In  every  port  of  Tripolitania,  except  Sirte,  there  was  a  decrease  in 
imports.  At  Tripoli,  the  metropolis,  the  loss  was  more  than  29 
per  cent;  the  average  cargo  per  steamer  was  170  tons  and  less  than 
39  tons  per  sailing  craft.  In  Cirenaica  the  only  port  for  which  com- 
parison is  possible  is  Bengasi,  and  here  the  decrease  was  more  than 
20  per  cent.  The  principal  cause  for  the  widespread  decline  is  to  be 
found  in  the  gradual  return  of  trading  to  its  natural,  economic  level. 
The  European  war  was  a  contributing  factor,  but  not  to  the  same 
extent  as  local  conditions. 

At  Tripoli  merchandise  exported  decreased  by  36  per  cent,  and  the 
average  outward  lading  was  25  tons  for  steam  vessels  and  10  tons 
for  sailing  vessels.  At  other  Tripolitanian  ports  good  increases  are 
noted  in  most  instances,  but  it  is  possible  that  shipments  were  largely 
exchange  of  products  between  coast  ports  and  not  for  foreign  com- 
merce. No  values  or  details  as  to  character  of  wares  are  available. 
Although  at  Tripoli  nearly  90  per  cent  of  all  merchandise  arrived 
under  the  Italian  flag,  it  embraced  American,  British,  and  other 
products  throughout  the  12  months,  as  well  as  those  from  France, 
Austria,  and  Germany  after  the  withdrawal  of  their  ships  in  July. 
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Imports  from  United  States. 

According  to  preliminary  statistics  Tripoli's  commerce  with  the 
United  States  declined  from  $316,340  in  1013  to  $104.GG7  in  1014. 
Its  imports  in  101+  were  valued  at  $137,625  and  exports  at  $57,042;  in 
1013  imports  were  $244,685  and  exports  $71,655.  The  export  figures 
are  those  declared  at  the  American  consulate  at  Tripoli.  The  fol- 
lowing table  gives  estimates  of  the  value  of  the  imports  from  the 
United  States  for  1013  and  1014: 
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s  supplies 

lSr'iicistuffs: 

Flour 
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Cameras    and    photographic 
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$50 

$50 
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75,000 
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1,000 

1,500 

4,000 
1,400 

1   3,000 

f   3,000 

1,400 

1    1,000 

[           600 
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100 
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100 
4,500 

300 

200 
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1,500 
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Leather,  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  sho?s 

Saddlery 
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Benzine 

Cottonseed 

Fuel 

Lubricating 

Petroleum 
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Tubber  shoes 

Toilet  articles 
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All  other  articles 


Total. 


1913 


$3,000 
350 


26,200 
40,000 


10,000 

1,000 

1,800 

45,000 

200 

4,100 

675 


1,300 

7,415 
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244,685 


1914 


$2,750 
400 
700 

20,000 

32,000 

2,000 

12,000 

1,000 

1,000 

30,000 

300 

2,000 

850 

775 

900 
5,500 
1,000 


137,625 


In  both  years  figures  were  gleaned  from  estimates  and  records  of 
importers.  As  in  1013,  practically  all  consignments  from  the  United 
States  passed  through  intermediaries  in  European  countries.  After 
the  outbreak  of  war  Italy  became  almost  the  sole  channel  of  ingress 
for  American  products.  No  direct  shipment  of  grain  was  recorded 
to  offset  that  of  1013,  which  accounted  for  $75,000  of  the  loss  in 
imports.  It  is  possible  that  cereals  from  the  United  States  did  reach 
here  for  military  consumption,  but  as  such  supplies  would  come 
through  the  Government  depot  at  Naples  the  local  commissariat  has 
no  knowledge  of  origin. 
Amevican  Canned  Goods.  Electric  Fittings,  and  Oils. 

Notwithstanding  the  general  decrease  in  imports  from  the  United 
•States,  satisfactory  increases  were  recorded  in  several  lines,  the  most 
important  being  in  canned  goods,  which  doubled;  this  is  probably 
due  to  locating  more  distributors  than  to  greater  consumption.  Cali- 
fornia fruits  and  asparagus,  Pacific  coast  salmon,  lunch  tongues  and 
roast  beef  from  Chicago,  and  pickles  from  Pittsburgh  are  to  be  found 
on  the  shelves  of  all  leading  purveyors  of  foodstuffs  and  are  acquired 
in  Italy.  Recently  a  few  dealers  have  sought  to  trade  direct,  but 
have  in  every  instance  been  referred  to  the  Italian  agent. 

Imports  of  electric  fittings  advanced  50  per  cent  owing  to  an 
acquisition  of  house  meters  by  the  power  company  to  the  value  of 
nearly  $3,000.  Motors  and  fans  account  for  the  bulk  of  the 
remainder. 

Sides  of  American  kerosene  remained  about  stationary,  but  lubri- 
cating oils  advanced  20  per  cent,  due  principally  to  consumption  of 
higher  grade  lubricants  by  the  electric  company.  Benzine  and  the 
cottonseed  product  both  fell  off,  the  former  on  account  of  less  con- 
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sumption  for  Government  transport,  and  the  latter  because  of  an 
abundant  olive  crop.  Fuel  oil  made  its  first  appearance  in  the 
American  list,  the  inaccessibility  of  the  Roumanian  product  being 
responsible. 

Other  American  Articles  Imported. 

The  most  notable  loss  in  the  imports  after  oats  was  in  pork  prod- 
ucts, clue  to  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  troops ;  the  imports  of  safety 
razors  and  photographic  supplies  diminished  for  the  same  reason. 
There  were  also  decreases  in  flour,  brought  about  by  increased  con- 
sumption of  the  Italian  article,  and  in  typewriters,  owing  to  de- 
creased demand.  Roofing  materials  were  practically  all  consumed 
by  the  local  system  of  the  State  railways  (Ferrovie  di  Stato),  and 
received  from  Italy.  The  request  for  camp  beds  continued;  the 
American  article  is  considered  the  best  on  the  market,  and  those 
who  had  stocks  did  good  business  when  military  reinforcements  ar- 
rived toward  the  close  of  the  year.  The  increase  in  the  imports  of 
hardware,  though  small  in  value,  is  significant;  this  business  was 
practically  monopolized  by  Germany  in  the  past.  There  is  a  good 
opportunity  to  increase  the  American  trade  in  this  article  if  Amer- 
ican houses  had  agents  in  Italy,  as  the  Italian  agencies  send  travelers 
here  to  look  after  the  market. 

The  advance  in  the  imports  of  American  agricultural  implements  is 
not  without  importance  in  a  country  where  improved  husbandry  points 
the  only  way  to  local  prosperity.  The  Government  experiment  station 
acquired  moid-board  plows  and  harrows  of  spike-tooth  and  disk 
type.  One  merchant  imported  a  reaper,  which  he  hoped  to  hire  for 
cutting  barley  on  the  plains  outside  Tripoli.  Native  disturbances, 
however,  prevented  harvesting  by  owners  in  that  area  and  the  imple- 
ment remained  idle.  Sewing  machines  have  again  been  omitted 
from  the  list,  owing  to  uncertainty  of  factory  origin ;  the  agent  of 
a  well-known  American  concern  reports  that  he  gets  all  his  machines 
from  the  general  agent  in  Milan,  and  disposed  of  250  here  in  1914, 
valued  at  about  $10,800. 

The  War  and  the  Export  Trade. 

It  is  in  the  export  trade  that  the  effect  of  war  on  Tripoli's  foreign 
commerce  has  been  most  strongly  felt.  Shortly  after  its  commence- 
ment a  decree  was  issued  forbidding  the  exportation  of  all  food- 
stuffs, and  the  lessened  demand  for  other  articles  in  several  countries 
has  made  a  deep  impression  on  other  lines.  With  uninterested  buyers 
in  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Austria,  nearly  40  per  cent  of  the  large 
sponge  catch  remained  unsold  on  December  31.  Exports  of  henna, 
amounting  to  about  1,122,000  pounds,  were  83  per  cent  of  the  harvest, 
and  compare  with  1,140,590  pounds  in  1913.  Although  the  quality 
was  much  improved,  owing  to  certain  regulations  imposed  by  the 
Government,  prices  were  considerably  below  those  of  the  previous 
season.  The  export  trade  in  skins  was  also  adversely  affected,  but 
it  is  believed  that  increased  purchases  by  Italy  will  prevent  a  great 
decline  in  the  ordinary  article;  shipments  of  Sudan  tanned  goat- 
skins fell  off  by  20  per  cent.  Esparto  grass  or  alfa,  that  formerly 
held  an  important  place  in  the  export  list,  again  failed  to  approach 
its  old  level,  and  it  is  estimated  that  shipments  from  all  Tripolitania 
were  roughly  3,000  tons,  valued  at  $38,600,  as  compared  with  5,500 
tons,  valued  at  $07,890,  in  1913.    Dealers  assert  that  there  were  prac- 
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tically  no  exports  of  ostrich  feathers.  Arrivals  were  few  during  the 
iirst  half  of  the  year,  and  the  closing  of  the  Paris  market,  where 
practically  all  were  absorbed  in  the  past,  has  resulted  in  a  congestion 
of  stocks  locally  valued  at  $40,000  and  no  demand. 

In  11)13  the  articles  above  specified  comprised  more  than  SO  per  cent 
of  all  exports.  The  declines  indicated  therein  foreshadow  the  shrink- 
age that  will  appear  in  the  total  when  official  statistics  are  issued. 

Exports  to  United  States. 

Shipments  to  the  United  States  were  also  fewer.  The  declared 
export  return  for  the  year  contains  but  three  items,  viz,  Sudan 
tanned  goatskins  valued  at  $56,871,  ostrich  feathers,  at  $1G3,  and 
dates,  at  $8.  making  a  total  of  $57,042.  as  compared  with  $71,055  in 
L913,  when  skins  were  the  only  article  of  export  to  the  United 
States.  The  demand  for  skins  from  Boston  was  good  in  the  early 
months  of  1914,  but  a  decree  following  closely  the  commencement  of 
war  brought  trading  to  an  abrupt  end.  At  that  time  4'20  bales 
containing  10,500  dozen  skins  had  gone  forward;  the  numbers  for 
the  12  months  of  1913  being  560  bales  and  14,000  dozen  skins. 

Agricultural  Conditions. 

Agriculturally  the  year  as  a  whole  was  less  depressing  than  in 
other  directions,  and  was  an  improvement  over  1913.  The  three 
great  crops  are  barley,  dates,  and  olives,  and  upon  these  depend 
the  prosperity  and  well-being  of  the  natives.  The  barley  harvest 
in  Tripolitania  was  only  about  70  per  cent  of  a  normal  year,  but  was 
in  excess  of  the  previous  season  and  export  was  not  allowed.  Dates 
yielded  about  three-fourths  of  a  full  crop,  sufficient  for  local  needs, 
and  olives  were  abundant,  probably  25  per  cent  in  excess  of  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

Other  important  field  crops  are  esparto  grass  and  henna.  The 
former  developed  well  but  the  harvest  was  small.  The  gathering 
of  this  crop  was  retarded  by  the  fact  that  the  natives  found  better 
employment  for  their  camels  in  carrying  supplies  for  the  Italian 
forces,  and  this  fact  had  a  corresponding  effect  upon  those  charged 
with  its  gathering.  The  henna  harvest  was  below  that  of  1913  and  is 
estimated  at  12,000  cantares  (1,346,400  pounds).  The  quality,  how- 
ever, was  improved  owing  to  certain  regulations  and  only  leaves 
were  sold,  the  removal  of  stalks  and  stems  being  required.  In  spite 
of  the  quality,  prices,  on  account  of  poor  demand,  were  considerably 
below  those  of  the  previous  season.  It  is  stated  that  the  tobacco 
crop  was  also  greater  owing  to  the  increased  acreage,  and,  as  it  is  all 
grown  for  the  Government  monopoly,  was  not  affected  by  conditions 
in  the  outside  world. 

Government  Encouragement  for  Agriculture — Colonization. 

Notwithstanding  the  economy  practiced  in  all  civil  departments  in 
lb  is  colony,  Italy  lent  some  assistance  ami  encouragement  to  agricul- 
ture. An  agrarian  office  wyas  established  with  headquarters  at  Tripoli, 
and  under  its  direction  an  experiment  station  has  begun  operations, 
while  general  supervision  of  plans  for  agricultural  betterment  was 
entrusted  to  it. 

Colonization  schemes  began  to  take  shape,  and  the  Government, 
having  by  the  decree  of  July  13,  1914,  settled  questions  concerning 
lilies  to  land,  authorized  Hie  granting  of  concessions  of  Crown  prop- 
erty for  agricultural  purposes  under  regulations  to  be  devised  by  the 
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agrarian  office  and  approved  by  the  governor  of  this  Province.  These 
regulations  provide  for  concessions  for  50  years  with  reversion  to  the 
Crown,  impose  the  planting  of  three-fourths  of  the  area  in  trees  in 
seven  years,  and  exact  rentals  according  to  location.  The  grants  so 
far  have  been  generally  for  small  tracts,  but  a  few  are  important,  and 
one  contains  about  1,500  acres.  It  is  believed  that  legislation  will  be 
urged  to  permit  holdings  in  perpetuity,  for  the  present  limitation 
tends  to  retard  the  colonization  so  essential  to  this  colony. 

Additional  evidence  of  the  Government's  solicitude  for  husbandry 
is  found  in  the  decree  placing  certain  articles  necessary  to  the  in- 
dustry on  the  customs  free  list. 

To  foster  arboriculture  the  Government  offered  money  premiums 
for  olive  and  fruit  trees  successf idly  planted  by  March  30,  1915,  and 
in  addition  authorized  the  free  distribution  of  nursery  stock  for  such 
trees.  A  law  also  came  into  effect  under  which  the  cutting  of  old 
olive  and  fruit  trees  without  permission  was  prohibited. 
The  Sponge  and  Other  Industries. 

Sponge  catching  was  the  only  section  of  the  fishing  industry  that 
assumed  importance.  Operations  were  again  confined  to  the  Tripoli- 
tanian  coast,  and  a  record  haul  was  made  amounting  to  123,750 
pounds  of  sponges  valued  at  $230,635,  as  compared  with  77,000 
pounds,  valued  at  $250,000,  in  1913.  Demand  and  price  were  greatly 
affected  by  the  European  war,  and  nearly  40  per  cent  of  the  sponges 
remained  unsold.  [A  report  on  the  sponge-fishing  industry  appeared 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  Mar.  15,  1915.] 

There  were  no  extensions  in  the  manufacturing  industries.  Some 
formerly  established  found  conditions  unfavorable  to  expansion,  and 
suspended  operations.  The  large  oil  mill  of  the  Banca  di  Roma  did 
not  open  for  the  olive  season,  in  spite  of  the  abundant  yield  of  olives; 
the  largest  brick  factory  closed  down  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
the  cement  works  have  had  little  to  occupy  them.  The  most  im- 
portant machine  shop  has  curtailed  operations,  awaiting  better  condi- 
tions, and  other  establishments  are  feeling  the  effects  of  the  present 
conditions. 

Native  industries,  such  as  weaving,  were  not  greatly  disrupted  by 
the  events  of  the  year,  but  the  dyers  are  in  difficulties  because  of  a 
great  shortage  of  colors,  due  to  cessation  of  trade  with  Germany. 

Public  Improvements. 

No  new  contracts  for  public  works  were  given  out  except  one  for 
harbor  improvements  at  Tripoli,  involving  an  expenditure  of 
$1,300,000.  This  included  an  extension  of  the  breakwater  092  meters 
(2,270  feet)  long,  dredging,  and  construction  of  wharves.  Good 
progress  was  made  on  the  first  and  security  given  to  a  greater  harbor 
area.  Considerable  dredging  was  completed  at  various  points  to  a 
depth  of  24.6  feet  and  one  new  wharf  was  opened.  This  contract  was 
awarded  early  in  1914,  and  after  the  order  for  retrenchment  a  Gov- 
ernment commission  decided  that  the  dock  schemes  were  not  urgent 
and  the  sum  to  be  disbursed  under  the  original  agreement  was  re- 
duced by  almost  one-half. 

Further  road  improvements  were  completed,  notably  on  the  high- 
way to  Gargaresch,  which  was  macadamized  for  a  distance  of  about 
3  miles;  a  fine  driveway  was  completed  along  the  sea  front  for 
nearly  a  mile. 
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SUPPLEMENT    TO    COMMERCE    REPORTS. 


A  new  cavalry  and  an  infantry  barrack's  were  completed.     Two 
reinforced  concrete  school  buildings  for  Italian  children  and  a  small 
fish  market  were  completed  by  the  civil  administration. 
Railways  and  Telegraphs — Prices  of  Commodities. 

Alimit  40  miles  of  track  were  added  to  the  railways  of  Tripolitania 
and  about  15  to  those  of  Cirenaica.  Work  proceeds  on  the  line  from 
Tripoli  to  Zuara,  which  has  now  reached  Zavia.  and  on  the  line  to 
(iarian.  a  new  section  of  which  was  recently  opened  as  far  as  Henscir 
el  Aheat  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  Toward  the  end  of  last  year 
a  contract  was  awarded  for  a  new  central  railway  station  at  Tripoli 
to  cost  $100,000.  Work  was  to  have  begun  on  January  1.  1915,  but 
operations  have  been  delayed. 

The  Eastern  Telegraph  Co.,  of  England,  withdrew  during-  last 
year  and  its  functions  were  taken  up  by  the  Italian  State  telegraphs. 
Figures  published  during  the  year  place  the  restored  telegraph  land 
lines  at  070  miles.  Agitation  has  continued  for  a  telephone  system 
for  civilian  needs,  but  no  concession  has  yet  been  granted.  |  A  re- 
port on  wire  and  wireless  communication  in  Libya  was  published  in 
Com merce  Reports  for  I^eb.  17,  1915.] 

Prices  of  commodities  in  the  first  months  of  the  year  followed  the 
wage  scale,  and  substantial  decreases  were  recorded.  In  the  last  six 
months,  however,  prices  rose,  but  generally  remained  from  5  to  25 
per  cent  below  those  of  1913,  and  the  year  closed  with  beef  and  veal 
selling  at  30  to  15  cents,  pork  and  sausage  at  15  to  20  cents,  mutton 
at  20  to  25  cents,  goat  at  11  to  20  cents,  sugar  at  5}  to  G|  cents,  coffee 
at  25  cents,  and  tea  at  21  cents,  per  pound;  eggs  were  25  cents  a 
dozen,  fowls  from  40  to  50  cents  each,  and  flour  from  $0.90  to  $7.50 
per  barrel. 

Trade  Outlook. 

The  beginning  made  in  the  scheme  for  colonization  by  Italian 
farmers  should  be  watched,  for  upon  its  success  depends  not  only 
a  new  market  for  American  agricultural  implements  but  the  future 
prosperity  that  may  cause  a  demand  to  grow  up  here  along  the  same 
lines,  if  not  to  the  same  extent,  as  in  Tunis  and  Algeria. 

Certain  wares  purchased  in  other  countries  in  the  past  will  be 
sought  in  the  United  States.  The  electric  light  company,  which 
until  recently  used  only  Roumanian  oil  for  fuel,  now  burns  80  per 
cent  American  product,  acquired  from  Italy;  there  has  also  been 
some  inquiry  for  American  flour  and  business  may  result  if  prices 
are  satisfactory.  Small  orders  for  manufactures  of  iron  may  result. 
especially  if  American  stocks  can  be  found  in  Italy. 

Demand  will  continue  in  greater  or  less  degree  for  most  of  the 
articles  listed  among  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1913,  but 
the  opportunities  for  special  American  endeavor  that  are  now7  pre- 
sented in  other  quarters  will  not  accrue  here.  The  presence  of  in- 
creased numbers  of  troops  will  add  some  purchasing  power  to  the 
country  and  create  a  demand  for  refreshments,  post  cards,  and  the 
sundry  other  small  articles  on  which  the  soldiers  like  to  spend  their 
money.  Army  supplies,  such  as  uniforms,  arms,  saddlery,  forage, 
etc.,  will  be  bought  through  the  headquarters  in  Italy. 
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